BOOKER T. WASHINGTON

bear out my idea of how a great man should appear. I ex-
pected to see him with a diamond ring and riding in an
automobile on a pleasure trip, which most great men do.
He was quiet, not overdressed, nor yet self-conscious of
the position he held and the influence he wielded among the
people. He seemed to me a man of great thoughts, yet
not realizing his greatness." Another boy writes: "One
of my first questions after arriving at Tuskegee, September
9, 1912, and registering as a student was to ask, where is
Mr. Washington? I was told that he hardly ever stayed
here but was often in the North. Two weeks later he came,
and my first opportunity to see him was one day on the
street. I was so enthused over him that I went to my room
and wrote a letter home trying to describe him.

"The following Sunday night he lectured in the Chapel.
His title was, 'Have a Place to Put Everything and Put
Everything in That Place/ In his talk he said: 'There
are many people who have no system about their work nor
home. Often you visit persons' homes and every member
of the family is looking for the broom. The same is true of
a match when the time comes to light the lamp.'

"That talk was the most impressive one that I ever
heard before or since. From that talk I have reaped more
benefit than any other. It was the talk that I took in and
began practising. I first started in my room having a
place to put everything and putting everything in that
place. After getting my room systematized I then began
putting this talk in practise at my work, etc. , . ."

The next quotation is from the paper of a native African
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